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Compensation for the Wet Book A Indenização Pelo Livro Molhado

When Abraham Lincoln was a young man in 
Indiana, battling poverty and a lack of formal 
educational opportunities, every book he managed 
to read was an invaluable treasure. A personal 
library was an unknown luxury in his humble 
home, and he eagerly sought out any reading 
material he could find.

Quando Abraham Lincoln era um jovem em Indiana, 
lutando contra a pobreza e a falta de oportunidades 
educacionais formais, cada livro que ele conseguia ler 
era um tesouro inestimável. A biblioteca pessoal era um
luxo desconhecido em seu lar humilde, e ele buscava 
avidamente qualquer material de leitura que pudesse 
encontrar.

One time, he managed to borrow a precious and 
much-desired book from Mr. Josiah Crawford, a 
neighboring farmer. The book was a biography of 
George Washington, possibly the same one that 
deeply influenced his view of leadership and virtue.
Lincoln was ecstatic with the opportunity to read 
the work and, as usual, devoted himself to reading 
with fervor, perusing each page by the firelight or 
whenever he found a free moment after hard work 
on the farm.

Certa vez, ele conseguiu emprestar um livro precioso e 
muito desejado do Sr. Josiah Crawford, um fazendeiro 
vizinho. O livro era uma biografia de George 
Washington, possivelmente o mesmo que influenciou 
profundamente sua visão de liderança e virtude. Lincoln
estava extasiado com a oportunidade de ler a obra e, 
como de costume, dedicou-se à leitura com fervor, 
lendo cada página sob a luz da fogueira ou sempre que 
encontrava um momento livre após o trabalho árduo 
na fazenda.

One night, he fell asleep with the book near the 
straw bed where he slept, in the cabin's loft. During
the night, a sudden and violent storm erupted. The 
rain, driven by the wind, found a crack in the 
cabin's rudimentary walls and drenched the book 
that Lincoln so carefully cherished. In the morning, 
upon waking, he found the pages wrinkled and 

Uma noite, ele adormeceu com o livro perto da cama de
palha onde dormia, no loft da cabana. Durante a noite, 
uma tempestade repentina e violenta irrompeu. A 
chuva, impulsionada pelo vento, encontrou uma fresta 
nas rudimentares paredes da cabana e encharcou o 
livro que Lincoln guardava com tanto carinho. Pela 
manhã, ao acordar, ele se deparou com as páginas 
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stained by the water, a sight that deeply saddened 
him and filled him with apprehension.

enrugadas e manchadas pela água, uma visão que o 
entristeceu profundamente e o encheu de apreensão.

For many, in his situation, the temptation to hide 
the incident, or simply to return the damaged book 
without saying anything, might have been strong. 
After all, it was an accident, and he himself had no 
resources to compensate for the damage. 
However, Lincoln's sense of righteousness was 
non-negotiable. He knew he had been responsible 
for the book and that he needed to compensate 
Mr. Crawford for the damage.

Para muitos, em sua situação, a tentação de esconder o 
incidente, ou simplesmente de devolver o livro 
danificado sem dizer nada, poderia ser forte. Afinal, era 
um acidente, e ele próprio não tinha recursos para 
compensar o prejuízo. No entanto, o senso de retidão 
de Lincoln era inegociável. Ele sabia que havia sido 
responsável pelo livro e que precisava compensar o Sr. 
Crawford pelo dano.

With a heavy heart, Lincoln went to the neighbor's 
house. He honestly explained what had happened, 
describing the storm and how the book was 
accidentally wet and damaged. Mr. Crawford, who 
knew the young man's honesty, was surprised by 
his frankness. Instead of asking for money, the 
farmer proposed a solution: Lincoln should work 
for him for a few days to pay for the book.

Com o coração pesado, Lincoln foi até a casa do vizinho.
Ele explicou honestamente o que havia acontecido, 
descrevendo a tempestade e como o livro foi 
acidentalmente molhado e danificado. O Sr. Crawford, 
que conhecia a honestidade do jovem, ficou surpreso 
com sua franqueza. Em vez de pedir dinheiro, o 
fazendeiro propôs uma solução: Lincoln deveria 
trabalhar para ele por alguns dias para pagar pelo livro.

Without hesitation, Lincoln agreed. He spent 
several days on Crawford's farm, working diligently,
"pulling corn," as he himself described it, until he 
felt he had fully paid for the value of the damaged 
book. He not only compensated Mr. Crawford but 
also earned the book for himself, which he kept 
and valued even more because of the work he 
dedicated to obtaining it.

Sem hesitação, Lincoln concordou. Ele passou vários 
dias na fazenda de Crawford, trabalhando arduamente, 
"puxando milho", como ele mesmo descreveu, até 
sentir que havia pago integralmente pelo valor do livro 
danificado. Ele não apenas compensou o Sr. Crawford, 
mas também ganhou o livro para si, que ele guardou e 
valorizou ainda mais por causa do trabalho que dedicou
para obtê-lo.

This story, though simple, reveals Lincoln's deep 
commitment to honesty and personal 
responsibility from a young age. No matter how 
insignificant or accidental the damage, he felt 
compelled to make amends, further solidifying his 
reputation as "Honest Abe" – a man of impeccable 
integrity, whose actions always spoke louder than 
words.

Essa história, embora simples, revela o profundo 
compromisso de Lincoln com a honestidade e a 
responsabilidade pessoal desde tenra idade. Não 
importa o quão insignificante ou acidental o dano, ele 
se sentia obrigado a retribuir, solidificando ainda mais 
sua reputação de "Honest Abe" – um homem de 
integridade impecável, cujas ações sempre falavam 
mais alto que as palavras.
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Contagem de palavras
A tabela abaixo exibe as palavras encontradas neste texto, bem como o número de vezes em que aparecem.

Veja também: Para que serve esta tabela?

Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra

35 the 21 he 15 and

15 a 13 to 12 book

11 for 9 was 8 of

8 Lincoln 6 in 5 with

5 his 5 crawford 4 work

4 that 4 mr 4 himself

4 had 4 by 3 young

3 or 3 one 3 man

3 it 3 him 3 found

3 damaged 3 damage 3 as

3 an 2 without 2 wet

2 storm 2 reading 2 read

2 personal 2 on 2 no

2 night 2 managed 2 knew

2 how 2 honesty 2 from

2 felt 2 farmer 2 farm

2 deeply 2 days 2 compensate

2 cabin 2 been 2 after

1 wrinkled 1 working 1 words

1 wind 1 whose 1 who

1 which 1 where 1 whenever

1 when 1 what 1 went

1 water 1 washington 1 walls

1 waking 1 virtue 1 violent

1 view 1 valued 1 value

1 usual 1 upon 1 until

1 unknown 1 treasure 1 time

1 though 1 this 1 than

1 temptation 1 surprised 1 sudden

1 strong 1 straw 1 story

1 stained 1 spoke 1 spent

1 sought 1 solution 1 solidifying

1 so 1 slept 1 situation

1 simply 1 simple 1 sight

1 should 1 several 1 sense

1 saying 1 same 1 saddened
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Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra

1 rudimentary 1 righteousness 1 reveals

1 return 1 responsible 1 responsibility

1 resources 1 reputation 1 rain

1 pulling 1 proposed 1 precious

1 poverty 1 possibly 1 perusing

1 pay 1 paid 1 pages

1 page 1 out 1 opportunity

1 opportunities 1 only 1 obtaining

1 not 1 non 1 neighboring

1 neighbor 1 negotiable 1 needed

1 near 1 much 1 morning

1 more 1 money 1 moment

1 might 1 matter 1 material

1 many 1 make 1 luxury

1 louder 1 loft 1 library

1 leadership 1 lack 1 kept

1 josiah 1 invaluable 1 integrity

1 instead 1 insignificant 1 influenced

1 indiana 1 incident 1 impeccable

1 humble 1 however 1 house

1 honestly 1 honest 1 home

1 hide 1 hesitation 1 heavy

1 heart 1 have 1 hard

1 happened 1 george 1 further

1 fully 1 free 1 frankness

1 formal 1 firelight 1 find

1 filled 1 few 1 fervor

1 fell 1 explained 1 every

1 even 1 erupted 1 educational

1 ecstatic 1 earned 1 eagerly

1 each 1 during 1 driven

1 drenched 1 diligently 1 devoted

1 desired 1 describing 1 described

1 deep 1 dedicated 1 crack

1 could 1 corn 1 compensation

1 compensated 1 compelled 1 commitment

1 cherished 1 carefully 1 but

1 borrow 1 biography 1 bed

1 because 1 battling 1 asleep

1 asking 1 apprehension 1 anything

1 any 1 amends 1 always
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Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra Freq. Palavra

1 also 1 all 1 agreed

1 age 1 actions 1 accidentally

1 accidental 1 accident 1 abraham

1 abe
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