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The fear caused by intelligence

O medo causado pela inteligéncia

When Winston Churchill, as a young man, had just
delivered his debut speech in the House of Commons,
he went to ask an old congressman, a friend of his
father, what he thought of his first performance at
that assembly of political stars.

Quando Winston Churchill, ainda jovem, havia
acabado de pronunciar seu discurso de estréia na
Camara dos Comuns, foi perguntar a um velho
parlamentar, amigo de seu pai, o que tinha achado do
seu primeiro desempenho naquela assembléia de
vedetes politicas.

The old man put a hand on Churchill's shoulder and
said in a fatherly tone: "Young man, you made a big
mistake. You were very brilliant in your first speech at
the House. This is unforgivable! You should have
started a little more in the shade. You should have
stuttered a little. With the intelligence you
demonstrated today, you must have made at least
thirty enemies. Talent frightens".

O velho pbs a mao no ombro de Churchill e disse, em
tom paternal: "Meu jovem, vocé cometeu um grande
erro. Foi muito brilhante neste seu primeiro discurso
na Casa. Isso é imperdoavel! Devia ter come¢ado um
pouco mais na sombra. Devia ter gaguejado um
pouco. Com a inteligéncia que demonstrou hoje, deve
ter conquistado, no minimo, uns trinta inimigos. O
talento assusta".

Here was one of the best lessons from the abyss that
an old sage could give a pupil who was beginning a
difficult career.

Ali estava uma das melhores licbes de abismo que um
velho sabio pode dar ao pupilo que se iniciava em
uma carreira dificil.

Yes, in England.

Isso, na Inglaterra.

Imagine here, in Brazil.

Imaginem aqui, no Brasil.

It's not too much to remember Ruy Barbosa's famous
trova: "There are so many donkeys ordering men of
intelligence, that sometimes | think that stupidity is a
Science."

Nao é demais lembrar a famosa trova de Ruy
Barbosa: "Ha tantos burros mandando em homens
de inteligéncia,que, as vezes, fico pensando que a
burrice é uma Ciéncia."

Most people entrenched in political positions are

A maior parte das pessoas encasteladas em posicdes
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mediocre and have an undisguised fear of
intelligence.

politicas é mediocre e tem um indisfar¢avel medo da
inteligéncia.

We have to admit that, on the whole, mediocre
people are more stubborn about winning positions.

Temos de admitir que, de um modo geral, 0s
mediocres sdo mais obstinados na conquista de
posicdes.

They know how to fill the empty spaces left by the
talented careless ones who do not reveal the appetite
for power.

Sabem ocupar os espagos vazios deixados pelos
talentosos displicentes que ndo revelam o apetite do
poder.

But, it is necessary to consider that these mediocre

rogues, opportunists and ambitious, have the habit of
safeguarding their conquered positions with veritable
granite walls through which the talented cannot pass.

Mas, é preciso considerar que esses mediocres
ladinos, oportunistas e ambiciosos, tém o habito de
salvaguardar suas posi¢des conquistadas com
verdadeiras muralhas de granito por onde talentosos
ndo conseguem passar.

In all areas of these established fortresses, we find
the cliques of arrivism, impregnable to the legions of
the lucids.

Em todas as areas encontramos dessas fortalezas
estabelecidas, as panelinhas do arrivismo,
inexpugnaveis as legides dos lucidos.

Within this reasoning, which could be an extension of
Erasmus of Rotterdam's "Praise of Madness", we are
forced to admit that a person has to play dumb if he
is to win in these mediocre groups.

Dentro desse raciocinio, que poderia ser uma
extensdo do "Elogio da Loucura", de Erasmo de
Roterdan, somos forcados a admitir que uma pessoa
precisa fingir de burra se quiser vencer neste grupos
de mediocres .

It's a sin to overshadow someone even in social
conversation.

E pecado fazer sombra a alguém até numa conversa
social.

Just as a group of well-married bourgeois ladies
automatically boycotts the entry of a beautiful young
woman into their circle of coexistence, for fear of
losing their husbands, so the mediocre castles close
up like oysters to the simple appearance of a talented
young man who might threaten them.

Assim como um grupo de senhoras burguesas bem
casadas boicota, automaticamente, a entrada de uma
jovem mulher bonita no seu circulo de convivéncia,
por medo de perder seus maridos, também os
encastelados mediocres se fecham como ostras, a
simples aparicdo de um talentoso jovem que 0s possa
ameacar.

They are well aware of their limitations, they know
how difficult it is for them to perform tasks that the
most gifted perform with one leg on their back...

Eles conhecem bem suas limita¢des, sabem como
Ihes custa desempenhar tarefas que os mais dotados
realizam com uma perna nas costas...

In short, insofar as they admire the ease with which
the more lucid ones solve problems, the mediocre
ones reject them in order to defend themselves.

Enfim, na medida em que admiram a facilidade com
que os mais lucidos resolvem problemas, os
mediocres os repudiam para se defender.

It's a harrowing paradox!

E um paradoxo angustiante!

Unfortunately, we have to live by these absurd rules
that turn intelligence into something of a handicap to
life.

Infelizmente, temos de viver segundo essas regras
absurdas que transformam a inteligéncia numa
espécie de desvantagem perante a vida.

How wise is Nelson Rodrigues' old advice: "Play dumb,
and you'll have heaven and earth."

Como é sabio o velho conselho de Nelson Rodrigues:
"Finge-te de idiota, e terds o céu e a terra".

The problem is, the smart ones like to shine!

O problema é que os inteligentes gostam de brilhar!

May God protect us, then, from the mediocre!

Que Deus nos proteja, entdo, dos mediocres!
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7 mediocre 5 their 5 it

5 intelligence |5 are 5 and

4 young 4 with 4 we
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4 old 4 man 4 an

3 who 3 which 3 them

3 talented 3 positions 3 on

3 more 3 how 3 his

3 he 3 for 3 fear

3 by 3 at 3 as

2 well 2 was 2 this

2 speech 2 SO 2 should

2 political 2 play 2 perform
2 people 2 one 2 not

2 most 2 made 2 little

2 like 2 know 2 just

2 into 2 house 2 here

2 from 2 first 2 dumb

2 difficult 2 could 2 churchill
2 admit 1 your 1 yes

1 woman 1 within 1 wise

1 winston 1 winning 1 win

1 will 1 whole 1 when

1 what 1 were 1 went

1 walls 1 very 1 veritable
1 us 1 up 1 unfortunately
1 unforgivable |1 undisguised |1 turn

1 trova 1 too 1 tone

1 today 1 through 1 threaten
1 thought 1 thirty 1 think

1 there 1 then 1 themselves
1 tasks 1 talent 1 stuttered
1 stupidity 1 stubborn 1 started
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Fregq. Palavra Freq. Palavra Palavra
1 stars 1 spaces 1 sometimes
1 something |1 someone 1 solve

1 social 1 smart 1 sin

1 simple 1 shoulder 1 short

1 shine 1 shade 1 science

1 said 1 sage 1 safeguarding
1 ruy 1 rules 1 rotterdam
1 rogues 1 rodrigues 1 reveal

1 remember |1 reject 1 reasoning
1 put 1 pupil 1 protect

1 problems 1 problem 1 praise

1 power 1 person 1 performance
1 pass 1 paradox 1 oysters

1 overshadow |1 ordering 1 order

1 opportunists |1 nelson 1 necessary
1 must 1 much 1 mistake

1 might 1 men 1 may

1 married 1 many 1 madness

1 lucids 1 lucid 1 losing

1 live 1 limitations |1 life

1 lessons 1 legions 1 leg

1 left 1 least 1 ladies

1 insofar 1 impregnable |1 imagine

1 if 1 I 1 husbands
1 heaven 1 has 1 harrowing
1 handicap 1 hand 1 had

1 habit 1 groups 1 group

1 granite 1 god 1 give

1 gifted 1 frightens 1 friend

1 fortresses 1 forced 1 find

1 fill 1 fatherly 1 father

1 famous 1 extension 1 even

1 established |1 erasmus 1 entry

1 entrenched |1 england 1 enemies

1 empty 1 ease 1 earth

1 donkeys 1 do 1 demonstrated
1 delivered 1 defend 1 debut

1 conversation |1 consider 1 conquered
1 congressman |1 commons |1 coexistence
1 close 1 cliques 1 circle

1 caused 1 castles 1 careless



https://cursos.aprendendoingles.com.br/mod/page/view.php?id=1339
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1 career 1 cannot 1 but

1 brilliant 1 brazil 1 boycotts
1 bourgeois 1 big 1 best

1 beginning 1 beautiful 1 be

1 barbosa 1 back 1 aware

1 automatically |1 assembly 1 ask

1 arrivism 1 areas 1 appetite
1 appearance |1 ambitious |1 all

1 advice 1 admire 1 abyss

1 absurd 1 about
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